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Welcome to Year 2

Gentleness Class!

Ms Smith (Class Teacher) and Mrs Rogers (TA)

Welcome back to block 4 of Yr 2 in Gentleness class! We are so
impressed with all your hard work, dedication and spirituality
which we see you bring to class each and every day! We can’'t
wait to keep exploring new topics with you as we enter this new
block and continue to STRIVE towards learning new things and
towards becoming the people God wants us to be.

Our name has been inspired by our STRIVE curriculum, and this
year we will be focusing on the key Catholic value of gentleness.
We will be making sure we are gentle in our words and our
actions, as Jesus showed us through his gentleness and kindness
towards those who were vulnerable or sick. Through gentleness we
will listen to and support each other throughout the year.

STRIV

At St Simon’s we use the acronym STRIVE to show the qualities that
every child at St Simon’s should aim to have. This year we will be
looking at developing being valued in all areas of our learning.
Children who demonstrate this will have the opportunity to win our
STRIVE award!
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Exceptional

What did we learn in Block 3?
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In Science we explored habitats, food chains, as well as
carnivores, herbivores and omnivores. We looked at what is alive,
dead or has never been alive.

In Geography we learnt all about rural and urban Kenya and
compared it to where we live in the UK.

In English we have loved exploring ‘The King Who Banned the
Dark’ and created our own letter to the king trying to persuade
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him to keep the dark, exploring why we believed it was important.

What we will be learning

During this block of learning, we are going to be investigating the
question:

Who Has the Power to Change the World?

We will access this through the themes of Rights, beliefs, and pride.
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In English we will be exploring ‘Rosie Revere Engineer’ and her
inventions. We will be discussing invention narratives as well as
creating our own.

In maths we will be exploring statistics; position and direction.

In History we will be exploring people who made a difference and
in PE we will be looking at fithess and athletics.

Key concepts: Literacy-exploring narratives, instructions, poetry,
PE- Fitness & athletics, Science-protecting the environment
classifying, sorting, identifying. Computing-creating pictures and
presenting ideas, Art- drawing & sculpture, Music, shared singing,
PSHE & RSE- created to live in a community. RE-Ends of the Earth
Maths-statistics; position and direction.

Alongside these subjects, we will continue to live out our school
values by:

. Showing good manners, kindness, and respect
. Acting responsibly and looking after equipment

. Working independently and making decisions that support
our learning

. Persevering with challenges and taking pride in our work
. Asking questions, sharing ideas, and applying prior learning
. Recognising and celebrating everyone's different strengths

. Beingready to learn and modelling positive behaviour
across school

226 26 26 26 26 26 26 26 26 26 26 26 2 26 26 2 26 26 26 26 2 26 26 26 26 26 26 26 26 26 26 26 26 2 26 26 26 26 26 26 26 26 26 26 26 26 26 26 26 26 26 26 26 2 26 2 26 2 26 2 26 2 26 2 26 2 26 2 26 2 26 2 26 2 26 2 26 2 26 2 26 2 26 2 26 2 26 226 2 26 2 2 2 2%
2626 2626 26 2 26 26 2 26 26 26 26 2 26 24 2 26 26 26 26 2 26 26 26 26 26 26 26 26 26 26 26 26 2 26 26 26 2 26 26 26 2 26 26 26 2 26 2 26 2 26 2 26 2 26 2 26 2 26 2 26 2 26 2 26 2 26 2 26 2 26 2 26 2 26 2 26 2 26 2 26 2 26 2 26 2 26 2 26 2 26 2 2 2 2%

1.2.2.0.0.2.0.2.2.6.0.0.0.0.2.0.0.2.0.0.0.0.0.00.02202282282828080828808288082888288828080080808808.0.0.0



1.2.2.0.0.2.0.2.2.0.0.0.0.0.2.0.0.2.0.0.0.0.000020208228228828808082880828808288828882808808080868.0.0.0

Homework

Supporting your child with their home learning is vital to build self-
confidence and further consolidate and embedded their
learning. Please feel free to contact me if you require clarity or
support on any of the homework provided.

In Year 2, the children have 3 different homework activities each
week:

1) Maths Journal- set every Friday due in the following Wednesday

The children will be directed to a page in their Maths Journal to
complete — this will be linked to their work that they have been
completing in school that week.

2) Reading - online- set every Friday-due the following Friday

* Children will use Reading Eggs.

* A comprehension lesson will be set on a Read'"g j I ,
Friday and will be due the following Friday. &=

3) Spelling - spelling homework books- set
every Friday, tests will be the following
Friday.

* Children will receive spellings to practise each week.

* Children need to pick 1 activity from the spelling activities list
inside the front cover of their spelling homework book and
complete.
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Reading

Reading is the key to academic success! As well as immersing
children into different imaginative worlds, it enriches their
vocabulary and comprehension skills! Reading every day will
ensure your child make progress- I'd suggest for a minimum of 10
minutes every day.

Children will have 2 books (3 if they are continuing on phonics
decodable texts). These will be changed on a Friday (please
message if you feel your child needs one earlier in the week):

-1. Shared reader — These books are for you to share with your
child to encourage them to apply their phonics and
comprehension skills. These books are changed every Friday -
depending on the child’s understanding of the text and align with
the way we assess our children’s reading progress. The more you
read these books at home, the more progress your child will make
across the curriculum!

- 2. Library book- each week your child will be taken to our school
library to select a book to read for pleasure in our mission to foster
a love of reading amongst our learners.

Some children may also bring home a third book (decodable
reader) if they are still securing their phonics:

- 3. Decodable reader - These books are to practise specific
phonic sounds and form part of phonics ‘catch up’ interventions.
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Please ensure your child’s reading packet (with their decodable
reader, shared reader and reading record) is in school every day
and that your child’s reading record is filled in every tfime they
read and signed once they have finished their book in order that it
can be changed.

The children will move up colour bands for their Shared Reader as
their reading progresses. They will move up to the next colour
band when they can fluently and audibly read the words as well
as understand the content of what they have read. They need to
be able to confidently answer a range of questions such as:
recalling the events of the story, predicting what might happen
next and why, deducing the meaning of words from the context
clues on the page, inferring why a character did or said
something and we focus on other areas too.

N
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; I i 'f '\ PE will take place every Tuesday and Thursday

Physical Education., this term (Thursday’s lessons will be rugby with
our coaches).

On these days, please ensure your child comes to school wearing
their outdoor PE kit and trainers (navy joggers/leggings, a light
blue polo top and their school jumper or cardigan with trainers) as
we will aim to be outside whenever the weather is suitable. This
term, we will be focusing on dance as well as net and wall games.

Forest school

There will be no Forest School this term.
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Class Dojo

We use Class Dojo to celebrate and promote

our school values through STRIVE. Children ‘i:; :so :
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earn positive points for demonstrating these el 0’,,’;%0 R
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key skills, and it also provides an easy way for ﬁ oo 42 \
) 4

you to get in touch with me if you have any
questions. Please make sure you are signed
up so that we can share your child’s learning journey with you.

Upcoming Events

Monday, 4th May School closed - Bank Holiday

Thursday, 7th May School closed to pupils - staff training day
Thursday, 21st May 3pm Y2 Celebration of the Word

Friday, 22nd May 3.30pm school closes for half-term
Monday 8th June 8.50 — 9.00am School re-opens

Friday, 12th June Whole school talent show led by Yé

Saturday, 13th June First Holy Communion Mass, 2pm St
Peter’'s church

Wednesday, 17t June Father’s Day sale

Wednesday, 17th June School nurse drop in sessions, 8.30 —
10.45am

Friday, 19t June Father’'s Day sale

Tuesday, 7th July KS1 reports emailed out to parents
Wednesday, 8th July 2pm Reception & KS1 Sports’ day
Thurs, 16th July 2.30pm Leavers’ Mass

Friday, 17th July 2.45pm Leavers’ assembly

Friday, 17th July 3.30pm close for Summer holiday
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. Please check the school website for other dates and events.

Clothing and snacks: please ensure your child brings a light
waterproof coat to school. If you would like to send your child
to school with a snack, please ensure this is a piece of fruit.

Contact: If you have any questions please feel free to contact me
via Class Dojo, or at the end of the day on the playground. A
telephone call or in-person meeting can also be arranged if

required.

Follow us on X @StSimonsSch and our PTA have a Facebook Page
https://www.facebook.com/St-Simons-Catholic-Primary-School-
PTA 649590165143369/

We really appreciate all your continued help and amazing
support this block. We can see all the hard work you do at home
through the great progress your children continue to make. Thank

you for helping to bring our catholic STRIVE values to life and
being a part of our St Simon’s community.

Best wishes

Ms Smith and Mrs Rogers

Nothing is so stvong as genéleness

Lo SR
¥

-
9
>

and nothing is so gentle

as true stvength.
- S¢t. Francis De Sales
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