IR

St Simon’s
3t
£

;
(

Year 5 with Miss Cliﬁe and Mrs Coll'mge

Exceptional
*Lead class prayers and *Pose ideas and listen to *Embrace and initiate *Evaluate effectiveness of *Participate in group and pair *Develop and consolidate
worship. feedback. challenges. resources & research. work, evaluating the strengths.
*Lead whole school mass *Restore and repair *Welcome critique and act | *Develop a sense of wonder. effectiveness of roles & *Seek out challenge.
and liturgies. relationships with others. upon it. *Seek and act upon advice & contributions. *Reflect upon growth and
*Seek time for personal *Take responsibility for own *Learn and build upon prior | expertise. *Celebrate success (your own development.
reflection. learning; in school and outside experiences. *Try something new. and that of others). *Be the best that you can be.
*Strengthen your own of school. *Persevere with difficult *Contribute to the school
beliefs and values; *Be a positive ambassador for tasks. community.
respecting those of others. St Simon's. *Commit to ideas that aren't

my own.

Dear Parents and Guardians,

This year our class will be known as Goodness Class, a name that
reflects one of the core values of our Catholic faith. Goodness is more
than simplg do'mg what is 'r“ig ht - it is liv'mg in a way that reflects God's
love and kindness, choos'mg words and actions that 'mg lig t and hope
to others.

In Scr“iptwre we are reminded that goodness s a fruit of the Spi'r"it, a gift
that helps us to grow into the people God calls us to be. BH st'riv'mg to
live with goodness, we learn to value the dignity of others, to show
compassion and respect, and to nurture the gifts within ourselves. In
this way, 9ood'ness helps us not O'nlg to feel valued, but also to become a
person who b'r'mgs value to our commlmitg and the wider world.

Class Dojo

The school uses Class Dojo as a way to promote STRI  aswellas be'mg an
opportunit for ou to contact Miss Clliiffe about any query you may have. Please
PP Y Y : Yy queryy 1y na
make sure you have SLgned up so that we can share all our lea'r'nmg with you.

PE
PE takes place every Mondag (indoor) and Wed'nesdags (Forest School). On these
E

dags, children will be expected to attend school in their kit, which consists of navy
blue shorts wjogglng bottoms, a pale blue polo shirt and their normal school
ju'mpe'r"/ ca'r"d'tg an.

For our Forest School sessions, children should come to school in their PE kits, with
ple'ntg of lager"s and warm cloth'mg (coat, sca‘r‘f, 9loves, hat, spare socks etc.) and a
spare pai'rv of wellies or boots.
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Our writing has been 'msp'L'r“ed bg The Hound o]( the
Baske’r'vil?es by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. Pupils
crafted 9'rV'Lpp'm9 cliffhcmger narratives and
pr"oducecl fo"r“mal 'mvestlgatlon Teports, d'rvaw'mg on
the atmosphere, mystery and tension of classic
detective fiction.

In our materials unit, we explored the properties of
diffe’r“ent substances and carried out hands-on
'mvestig ations into reversible and irreversible
changes. Pupils also tested which materials are
soluble or insoluble, developing their scientific
enquiry skills through p’r“ediction, observation and
fal’r test'mg.

We examined the 'r"elationship between geographg,
culture and sustainability in South America through
the themes of Diversity, Community, and
Susta'mabilitg. Pupils explwed contrast'mg
environments, compa”rved ways of li](e, and considered
how people and places influence one another — as
well as how countries are working to protect the
pl(met.

Our RE lea'r"n'mg focused on Galilee to Jerusalem.
Pupils studied ke teach'mgs and events 'mclud'mg the
Sermon on the ?WOU.’Q’E, the Great Commandment,
the Transfiguration and the Our Father prayer,
'r“eﬂect'mg on what these moments reveal about Jesus’
mission and message.

Read'mg

Read'mg is the IQGI:I to academic success! As well New rasaarch
as immer“s'mg children into diﬁer“ent

'Lmag inative worlds, it enriches their vocabularlj
and comp'r“ehension skills! Read'mg ever dag

lease

e develo pment o] our amazing

'mdependent readers and ensure your child

reads fo*r“ around 20 minutes per even'mg, v
'r“ecord'mg this in their 'r“ead'mg record.

will ensure your child makes ogress.
suppm"t t?l F

Block 3

This unit invites pupils to think like
scientists, eng ineers and explorer“s as theg
investigate space through the themes of
Dreams & Discovery, Responsibility, and
C'r"eativitg.

& Dreams / Discovery - Pupils will build their
lmderstcmding o]t our soTcrr“ sgstem, learming about
plcmets, moons, comets and asteroids. Thel:j'l? explwe
sign&fica’nt space missions — from the Apollo
landings to the Mars rovers and the Hubble
Telescope — and discover how scientists observe
distant oEjects us'mg powerful tools and tech’nologg.
This theme encourages curiosity, wonder and a sense

of possibilitg.

ol Responsibilitg - We'll consider what it means to
explm"e space ethicalll:]. Pu.pils will discuss the
environmental and moral responsibilities linked to
space travel, 'mclud'mg the importance of protecting
Earth while *r"each'mg bel:ion it. Thelj'll also learn
about astronaut safety, space debris, and the need
for sustainable use of resources as humanity looks
fur*ther" into the cosmos.

# Creativity - This theme highlights the imaginative
thinking behind space exploration. Pupils will
'mvestig ate the tech"nolo?lj that makes space travel
possible — rockets, satellites, telescopes and space
stations — and explore how creative problem-solving
drives inmovation. Theg'll be e’ncou'rvagecl to design
their own tools, missions or ideas for liv'mg on otaerv
planets, blending scientific understanding with bold
imagination.

THE MILLION WORD GAP

shows tha diffarant numbers of words
Kicds will bavea biard by age & based on bow often

parents read to them:

Never read to: 4,662 words

1-2 tirmes per week: 63,570 words
3-5 times per week: 169,520 words
Daily: 296,660 words

Five books a day: 1,483,300 words
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Homework

Please see below for the homework schedule. If our a child/children is a free
reader theg will take turms with staﬁ to choose their books to ensure thel:] are
exposed toa va'r“ietg of genres. Regardless of what dal:] our child f'mishes their

book, we will endeavour to change it for them Hcime allow'mg).
All homework is to be complete fo*r“ the follow'mg Thu’r“sdag.

Reading books Homework set

Monday Spellings
(Set and then tested every
Monday)

Tuesday Check reading records

Wednesday

Thursday Maths homework due
Reading Eggs due

Friday Check reading records Maths homework set in White
Rose Homework Book
Reading Eggs task

Thank you for your continued support to aid your child’s developme'nt and
progress. The partnership between school and home is crucial to 'r"ein[force
concepts learnt and enable your child to reach their full potential.

If you have and questions or queries, please contact Miss Cliffe on Class Dojo.

Follow us on X:
@StSimonsSch
Our PTA have a Facebook Page:
https://www.faceboo k.com/St-Simons-Catholic- Pg'r"ima'rvg -School-PTA-
| 6495901 65143369/
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Impo*r’tcmt Dates

Friday 13th February: School closes for half term

Tuesday 24th February: School reopens after half term
Friday 27th February: St David's house to wear yellow

Friday 27th February: Year 5 Assembly

Saturday 28* February: Cross Country at Woodbank Park
Friday 6th March: World Book Day

Tuesday 10th March: School photographer in (classes and teams)
Tuesday 17th March: St Patrick’s house to wear green
Thursday 19* March: Year 5 Mass at 2:45pm

Saturday 21# March: Cross Country Presentation

Thursday 26th March: Parent/Teacher meetings (face to face)
Thursday 2nd April: KS2 Reconciliation with Fr Philip
Thursday 2nd April: School closes for Easter holidays
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